FIG. 2 



140 



212 

J. 



PROCESSOR 
CIRCUITRY 



216 



210 

_2_ 



MEMORY 



data; 

OUT 



150a 

.1.. 



214 



LINK LAYER 
CIRCUITRY 




i 


2p6 r 


BUFFER 
CONTROL 
CIRCUITRY 




4 J— 






RECEIVE 




BUFFER 


< p 




STP/SAS 
CONNECTION 



DATA 
IN 



170 



r 

172 



DATA 
OUT 



FIG. 3 




ADJUSTABLE ADJUSTABLE 

LOW HIGH 
THRESHOLD THRESHOLD 



208 ,401 417 



FIG. 4A 

304 



FILLING BUFFER 



302 



FIG. 4B 




FILLING BUFFER 



419 302 



FIG. 4C 



FIG. 4D 




EM PTYING BUFFER 



EMPTYING BUFFER 



EMPTYING BUFFER 

■4 



ooq _*SEND R_IP OR 
) r EQUIVALENT 



304 



FIG. 4G 



2 ? 8 .412 



304 



r*SEND HOLD COMMAND 
I ^421 



A 4 FILLING BUFFE R 



At1 




FILLING BUFFER 



L HOLD ACKNOWLEDGE 
COMMAND RECEIVED 



FIG. 4E 



302 



FIG. 4F 



At2 



FILLING BUFFER 

AGAIN 

* 



302 



FIG. 5 



500 




ANALYZE 
FACTOR(S) 



ADJUST 
THRESHOLD 
LEVEL 



-502 



•504 



600 



FIG. 6 



RECEIVING DATA 
IN A RECEIVE BUFFER 



SENDING A 



HOLD COM- 



MAND TO A TRANS- 
MITTING NODE CUR- 
RENTLY SENDING DATA 
TO HOLD TRANSMISSION 
OF ADDITIONAL DATA 
WHEN A LEVEL OF THE 
DATA IN THE RECEIVE 
BUFFER REACHES AN 
ADJUSTABLE HIGH 
THRESHOLD LEVEL 



